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What is Fermilab Today? 
• Daily publication  
• Both internal and external audiences 
• Mix of technical and non-technical articles 

•  Fermilab R&D, projects, events, employee milestones, 
education programs 

• Particle physics 
• Science policy 



Survey basics 
• Last Fermilab Today survey – 2006 
• 2012 survey  

•  Invitation link sent 3 times 
• Respondents had 3 weeks to complete the online 

questions 
• Approximately 4,000 recipients 
• Nearly 1,200 respondents (30 percent) 
•  47 questions including demographic information 



READER DEMOGRAPHICS 



Readership age 

Under 25 
25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60 and over 

Age 



Relationship to Fermilab 

Employee 

User 

Public/science 
interest 

Neighbor 

Funding 
agency 

Former 
employee/user 

Media Other 



How long at Fermilab? 
Less than 1 

year 

1-4 years 

5-9 years 

10-14 
years 

11-19 years 

20-29 years 

30 or more 
years 



READERSHIP BEHAVIORS 



How often do you read FT? 

76% 

19% 

5% 0% 

Every day 

3-4 times/week 

1-2 times/week 

Less than 1 time/month 
or never 



How often do you read:   
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Calendar Director's 
Corner 

D/S/C 
Head 

Columns 

Result of 
the Week 

31 

66 
49 42 

36 

25 

40 

34 

22 

6 10 

17 
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Never 
Rarely 
Sometimes 
Frequently 



How often do you read:   

0% 
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40% 

60% 

80% 

100% 

42 
29 

48 49 

37 

37 

35 
44 

16 
23 

13 
7 5 11 4 1 

Never 
Rarely 
Sometimes 
Frequently 



Time spent reading FT 

25% 

46% 

21% 

5% 3% 

Less than 5 minutes 
5-9 minutes 
10-14 minutes 
15-19 minutes 
20 minutes or more 



PREFERENCES 



More or less of these topics   

0% 
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80% 
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Employees Science 
policy and 
budgets 

Nature and 
ecology 

38 41 
28 

48 
52 

58 

6 
4 

11 
8 3 3 

Don’t care 
Would like to see fewer 
Is about right 
Would like to see more 



More or less of these topics   
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Sports and 
recreation 

Arts and 
lecture 
series 

Photos 
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Don’t care 
Would like to see fewer 
Is about right 
Would like to see more 



NEWS DELIVERY 



Preference to receive the news 
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How do you learn about Fermilab? 
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Always/frequently 
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How often do you visit Fermilab 
webpages? 

Everyday 3-4 times/
week 

1-2 times/
week 

1-3 times/
month 

Less than 
once/
month 

Never 

Fermilab 
home 
page 

 

19 % 15 % 17 %  21 % 23 % 5 % 

Fermilab 
at Work 

16 % 17% 18 % 20 % 17 % 13 % 
 

Fermilab 
division 

home 
page 

13 % 15 % 16 % 18 % 22 % 17 % 



How often would you like to hear from 
Fermilab? 

72% 

27% 

1% 

Daily 
Once a week 
Once a month 


