Marianne McBride Champion, née Byram, passed away unexpectedly at home the evening of October 21, 2009. Marianne was born September 09, 1961, in Ft. Dix, New Jersey, the only daughter of then Air Force Major Wallace G. Byram of Galesburg/Abingdon, Illinois and Marmette McBride Byram of San Antonio/Dallas, Texas.

Marianne was employed by Fermilab in Batavia, Illinois, where she worked as a mechanical engineer in support of the neutrino physics program. Prior to joining Fermi in 2007, she was at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee.  She also worked for Corning Fiber Optics in Charlotte, NC and in Australia and Wales, UK. She began her career at Argonne National Laboratory. Marianne had a BS degree in Mechanical Engineering from Washington St. University.  She was a graduate of the Harvard University High Energy Physics of Particle Accelerators Course.

Marianne’s numerous accomplishments were all self earned.  She attended/completed and paid for college entirely on her own while simultaneously raising her two sons as a single mom.  Marianne had many interests in addition to her career.  She was an avid reader – her books were always displayed prominently in her home.  Her intellect was stunning yet she was so quiet and understated in her everyday life that few ever saw its true breadth and depth.  She could talk of the little known Algonquin Round Table in New York to classical opera to the love she developed for the regional music of east Tennessee. She took great joy and laughter in wrestling with the trials and tribulations associated with what is known as gardening in Tennessee.  She loved traveling.  Trips to Paris and her first trip to New York last year were highlights.  She was eagerly planning visits back there and the Caribbean.  Geographically, though, Marianne’s heart truly belonged to Tennessee with its beauty, tranquility, and serenity.  Marianne’s greatest pleasure came from being with family, friends, pets (especially Foster, her late Schnauzer), and she took great joy in cooking and caring for others.  Her life was lived very simply and she will always be remembered for giving so much while she asked so little for herself.

She is survived by her children Nicholas Ferguson (wife Crystal), Alex Ferguson, Lori Wiseman née Cox, her niece Lesley Anne Byram, nephew Garrett Hughes, her brother and sister in law Michael and Ann Byram, and husband Mark Champion.

A memorial service celebrating Marianne’s life will be held Monday, November 2 at 3:30 PM at St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, 110 Sugarwood Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee, 37922.  Tel. 865.675.0450.  st-elizabeth@etdiocese.net. Donations may be made to:  Friends of Animal Care and Control (FCACC), P.O. Box 4414, Chicago, IL 60680 (website http://fcacc.org)  or to the Roane County Animal Shelter, 296 Manufacturers Rd., Rockwood, TN, 37854, 865.354.7387 both care of the Marianne McBride Champion Byram Fund. 
