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Fake Ferrari P 4
We've all heard many stories about counterfeit products. Fake Gucci or Vuitton handbags and knockoff Armani suits won't surprise anyone. But fake brand name airplane parts and heart pills are a different matter. Recently a fake Ferrari sports car made in Thailand became the showpiece of an exhibition in Brussels warning against the dangers of pirated goods. The Ferrari P4 - of which only three were made, in 1967 -was made in a back street factory in Thailand and is powered by a Subaru engine. The Authentics Foundation has used the car to warn against the growing tide of counterfeit goods. Tim Trainer, one of the founders of the London-based Authentics Foundation helped organise the meeting. He's also a former custom's officer.
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Fake Vuitton bag for sale in China
An estimated 10 % of all goods for sale these days are not the brand products they pretend to be. That works out to about $600 billion dollars in illicit revenue every year. A conference on the threats posed by counterfeit goods wrapped up in Brussels this week. 



In 2005 Orlando de Guzman reported on counterfeit malaria drugs for The World:


 . . . This medic, who didn't want her name used, treated the patient. She says tests later showed that the man had been given counterfeit artesunate. It didn't contain the active ingredient.  The patient's death signaled a widespread and growing problem.

Dr. Paul Newton of Oxford University studies fake pharmaceuticals. He recently examined a random sample of artesunate sold throughout the Southeast Asian countries of Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Myanmar.

Newton: "And about half of the artesunate contained no active ingredient. So, logically, if malaria is a public health problem in Southeast Asia and is potentially fatal, if people are taking these drugs that contain starch and chalk, they're very unlikely to survive their malaria infection."

There are no exact figures on how many people have died because they've taken counterfeit artesunate. But Paul Newton says one thing is certain: counterfeit anti-malarials have become big business.

Newton: "In one shop, a hundred thousand fake artesunate were offered for sale. So they're not being produced in somebody's kitchen. They're produced on an industrial scale. And if organized crime is involved, which seems very likely, then that makes it much harder to do anything about."

And every year, the counterfeits are becoming more and more sophisticated.[image: image4.jpg]


 Counterfeit Artesunate
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Genuine Drug 


Newton displays a bag of fake drugs. They look just like the real ones, right down to the hologram on the packaging.
Newton: "I recently showed a collection of the genuine and the counterfeit artesunate to six eminent British professors of medicine, and they all got them wrong. They would have, professors of medicine, would have taken the fake artesunate and, if they had had malaria, would have likely to have died."

In a laboratory at the Georgia Institute of Technology, in Atlanta, Dr. Facundo Fernandez also analyses fake artesunate. Doctors from around Southeast Asia have sent him hundreds of samples to test.  What Fernandez found last month was extremely worrying. The counterfeiters are now adding small doses of real artesunate to the fakes.

Fernandez: "We first didn't believe this. We actually repeated the experiment several times. I mean, we were very surprised."

Dr. Fernandez suspects that the counterfeiters are trying to fool chemical tests which are now widely used in Southeast Asia. He says this new development could trigger a public health disaster, because if malaria patients take fake drugs that contain traces of the real drug, the real drug could lose its effectiveness.

Fernandez: "It could create resistance to this drug. You know that the way to create resistance in parasites. It's by administering low doses of any drug. So if you administer low doses, you might start to select some parasite-resistant strains that are not sensitive to artesunate, and that's really the last thing that we'd want to happen."

What's extremely worrying is that malaria parasites have a long history of developing drug resistance in Southeast Asia and then spreading that resistance to Africa.

Paul Newton of Oxford University fears that pattern may be repeated with artesunate.

Newton: "And this would be a disaster for malaria control globally. We may have malaria that could not be treated in any affordable way."

Newton says the small Chinese company that makes genuine artesunate doesn't have the resources of giant western drug firms to fight the counterfeiters.

So he says governments and international organizations must step in and quickly, before this illegal trade makes malaria even deadlier than it already is.

For The World, this is Orlando de Guzman, Mae Sot
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In Dec 2007 Fake designer goods valued at more than $ 2 million were seized in London's fashinable West End. According to local authorities, the haul included counterfeit handbags, jewellery and sunglasses using brand names such as Gucci and Prada. They are usually imported from the Far East and sold in market stalls and smaller stores. 
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