Feedback on the DOE-NSF plan to review DES: March 2, 2007
There will be two reviews of DES during the week beginning April 30. On April 30 NSF will review the Stage III Dark Energy Proposals that it has received and are appropriate for a NSF Panel Review. The “Official DES Proposal”, NSF 715596-The Dark Energy Survey, will be among the proposals that the panel will review. The review will be conducted as a Panel Review according to NSF rules under the direction of Nigel Sharp. NSF and DOE will jointly review DES between May 1 and 3 at Fermilab. The review will be managed by the Office of Project Assessment in the Office of Science. The responsibility of managing the joint review has been assigned to Steve Tkacyk. 

The criteria that NSF will apply to the Stage III Dark Energy Proposals are intellectual merit and broader impact. These are the standard and mandatory criteria that NSF must apply to all proposals that it has received. In the case of DES broader impact includes the use of DECam and the Community Pipeline for DECAm by the general astronomical community under the auspices of NOAO.

The joint DOE-NSF review will consist of the four following elements:

A review of the scientific goals and method: This phase of the review will determine whether DES, as proposed, can meet the goals of a stage III experiment Dark Energy Experiment as defined in the Dark Energy Task Force Report.
A CD-1 review of the DECam project in accordance with OPA procedures,
A review of the DES Data Management Project (DES DM) and the plan for Data Management Operations at NCSA,
A review of the CTIO Facilities improvement project, the plans for integration of DECam with the Blanco telescope and the integration of DES DM project with NOAO. 

The procedure for these reviews will be captured in a Record of Agreement prepared by Kathy Turner and Nigel Sharp, approved by NSF and DOE, and signed by Robin Staffin and Wayne Van Citters. The Record of Agreement will be given to all reviewers of both reviews. As of Monday the Record of Agreement had been reviewed and was awaiting approval by Dan Lehman, the Director of OPA. After he has approved the document it will be sent to Robin Staffin and Wayne Van Citters for final approval, signature and distribution. We hope to have a copy some time next week. 

We expect that the Record of Agreement will contain the charge and procedures for the joint review. In addition we expect that it will define the documentation that will be required for the review of DES DM and the CTIO facilities improvement project and NOAO operations plan for DES. The DECam project review will be CD-1 review. We expect that Record of Agreement will state the way the NSF panel review and the joint DOE-NSF review will be coordinated. 
