Fermilab International Film Society

2004—-2005 Schedule
Ramsey Auditorium, Wilson Hall, Fermilab

Tickets sold only at the door: $4 (Children under 12 - $1, Fermilab Students - $2)

June25 The Fog of War: Eleven Lessons from the Life of Robert S. McNamara

Dir: Errol Morris, USA (2003), 107 min.
It isn’t every day that you get the chance to talk history for ninety minutes with somebody who was in the

center of it; this film, the 2004 Oscar winner for Best Documentary, gives you that opportunity. Even in

8 pm his eighties, Robert S. McNamara comes across as exceptionally insightful. He discusses Curtis LeMay and
the bombings of World War II, the introduction of seat belts by the Ford Motor Company, and his successes
and failures as Secretary of Defense during the Vietnam War.

July 30 Earth

Dir: Deepa Mehta, India (1998), 110 min.
Deepa Mehta’s film is based on Bapsi Sidhwa’s novel “Cracking India”. The movie portrays the Indian

subcontinent before independence seen through the eyes of an eight year old girl, Lenny. Coming from a

8 pm wealthy Parsee family, she spends time with her Hindu Nanny. Many men, from various religious back-
grounds, are hot on the Nanny’s trail, and a love triangle ensues. Add this to the heart wrenching politics
of partition and this film has all the ingredients of an epic.

Aug 20 Roman Holiday

Dir: William Wyler, USA (1953), 118 min.
Audrey Hepburn’s Hollywood debut features her playing a princess who wants to see how the common people
live and Gregory Peck as a common reporter. The princess disguises herself and leaves her entourage while
on a trip to Rome where she meets the reporter. Unexpected romance comes their way as the plot twists
toward a surprising conclusion. This film won three academy awards: Best Actress for Hepburn, Best
Costume Design for Edith Head, and Best Writing for Ian McLellan Hunter and the blacklisted Dalton
Trumbo. It was also nominated for seven more Oscars.

Sept 24 O Brother, Where Art Thou?

8 pm

Dir: Coen Brothers, USA (2000), 106 min.
Everett Ulysses McGill (George Clooney) and companions Pete (John Turturro) and Delmar (Tim Blake
Nelson) escape from a chain gang in 1937 Mississippi and attempt to reach Everett’s home of Ithaca
(Mississippi) to recover the buried loot from a bank heist. Along the way they stumble and bumble their way
8 pm through a series of adventures and meetings with strange characters which lead them to their true fortune.
This quintessential Coen brothers comedy is loosely based on the ‘Odyssey’ by Homer. The great soundtrack
includes hillbilly and blues sounds of artists like Alison Krauss, Emmylou Harris, the Soggy Bottom Boys
and Ralph Stanley.

Oct 8 HenryV
Dir: Kenneth Branagh, UK (1989), 137 min.
Kenneth Branagh’s directorial debut was this production of Shakespeare’s play about the English invasion
of France in 1415. The cast uses The Bard’s original words and makes them comprehensible to a modern
audience. FEven if you have never before enjoyed Shakespeare’s plays, you will be enthralled by this one.
8 pm There is no better feeling than Henry welcoming you into the original “band of brothers.” This film won
the 1990 Oscar for best Costume Design, and Branagh himself was nominated for both Best Director and
Best Actor for his portrayal of the title character. The cast also includes Derek Jacobi, Emma Thompson,
and Judi Dench, along with other familiar faces.

Nov 5 Ugetsu

Dir: Kenji Mizoguchi, Japan (1953), 94 min.
Set in 16th century Japan, Ugetsu tells the story of two peasants who risk everything to pursue their
misguided passions. Genjuro dreams of becoming wealthy as a potter while his brother-in-law Tobei wishes
to become a samurai warrior. Consumed by their obsessions, they destroy their lives and bring tragedy
on their families. Kenji Mizoguchi masterfully directed this eerie tale of ambition and greed. This highly
acclaimed film is considered one of Japanese cinema’s greatest masterpieces. Winner of the Silver Lion
Award at the Venice Film Festival.
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Sunset Boulevard

Dir: Billy Wilder, USA (1950), 110 min.
Sunset Boulevard is the story of Joe, a young script writer in 1950°s Hollywood who can’t make ends meet.
By chance, he encounters the eccentric Norma Desmond, a faded star of the silent film era, who hires him
to write the script for her “comeback” role. He mowves into her dilapidated mansion, eventually becoming
the object of her obsessive affection, which is more than he bargained for. Sunset Boulevard is a classic,
setting the standards for cinematography and film direction. Savor it on the big screen, as it was should be.

Los Amantes del Circulo Polar (The Lovers of the Arctic Circle)

Dir: Julio Medem, Spain (1999), 112 min.
This film follows the lives of two young people with numerous connections, including their palindromic
names. Ana and Otto are played by three actors each to follow them as they grow from eight year old
children to adults. From the start they are in love, but fate has a way of pulling them apart as well as
bringing them together. In this beautifully crafted romance, we are reminded of the circular (or perhaps
palindromic?) nature of time, where the end and the beginning often look the same.

12 Monkeys

Dir: Terry Gilliam, USA (1995), 129 min.
Cole (Willis) arrives at a mental hospital, claiming to be a time traveler from the year 2035. His mission:
to save humanity from a killer virus that will devastate the future world population. Before long, Cole
begins to question his own sanity in a chaotic world that offers many questions but few answers.

Det Sjunde Insglet (The Seventh Seal)

Dir: Ingmar Bergman, Sweden (1957), 92 min.
Woody Allen’s favorite film. In this seriocomic classic, Bergman explores human responses to death against
the backdrop of a country ravaged by the plague. Maz von Sydow stars as Antonius Block, a knight returning
from the crusades who forestalls his own end by challenging Death to a game of chess. The game is played
intermittently as the knight and his cynical squire encounter a cast of characters that includes a manacled
witch, a mute girl, a parade of flagellants, and a small troupe of actors. Winner of the Special Jury Prize
at the 1957 Cannes Film Festival.

The Court Jester

Dir: Melvin Frank €& Norman Panama, USA (1956), 101 min.
Danny Kaye, Basil Rathbone, Angela Lansbury, and more star in this medieval comedy about a court jester.

Tongue twisters, sword fights, hypnotism, and romance propel this fantastically funny family friendly farcical
feature film. “Get it? Got it? Good!”

Uzak (Distant)

Dir: Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Turkey (2002), 110 min.
The quiet and lonely life of a divorced photographer, Mahmut, is disrupted when his nephew Yusuf comes to
stay with him. Mahmut is a successful advertising photographer in Istanbul, the younger Yusuf comes from
the countryside to the city to look for work. While Mahmut obviously has difficulty with the presence of his
uninvited guest, the well-intentioned yet socially handicapped Yusuf finds it equally difficult to find his feet
in the city. It is hard to get a job and making contact with the cynical intellectual Mahmut is even harder.
The film captured the loneliness and sadness of contemporary life. At the 2003 Cannes Film Festival, this
film won the Grand Prize along with Best Actor Awards for the two actors.
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For more information call (630) 840-8000 or visit
http://www.fnal.gov/culture/film _society.html
Please join us for refreshments after the film

Directions to Wilson Hall




