Fermilab International Film Society

2003—-2004 Schedule
Ramsey Auditorium, Wilson Hall, Fermilab

Tickets sold only at the door: $4 (Children under 12 - $1, Fermilab Students - $2)

Junel3 Double Feature!
Casablanca Dir: Michael Curtiz, USA (1942), 102 min.
It may be that “the problems of three little people don’t amount to a hill of beans in this crazy world,” but
these problems do lend themselves to an excellent movie. Not only did Casablanca win three Oscars in 1944
8 pm (best writing in a screenplay, best director, and best picture), but when “rounding up the usual suspects” for
greatest movie of all times lists, this one always makes the grade. Ingrid Bergman and Humphrey Bogart
lead an A-list cast in this classic thriller.
Play It Again Sam Dir: Herbert Ross, USA (1972), 85 min.
Woody Allen’s salute to Bogart. Woody Allen plays a neurotic, fanatical film buff and critic, recently
dumped by his wife, who struggles to improve his self-esteem in his relationships with women. He attempts
to date, but is only successful when he listens to his movie hero Bogart, who starts to show up to give him
advice. A hilarious comedy based on Allen’s Broadway hit play.

July 18 Mononoke Hime (Princess Mononoke)  Dir: Hayao Miyazaki, Japan (1997), 133 min.
Afflicted with an incurable disease, a prince journeys to find the cure and finds himself in the middle of

a war between animal inhabitants of a forest and an iron mining village that is exploiting and killing the
forest. Leading the forest animals in the battle is a human raised by wolves, Princess Mononoke. Beautifully
animated, with a story that combines environmentalism, folklore, and Japanese traditions. From the director
of Spirited Away, the 2002 Oscar winner for Best Animated Feature Film, Princess Mononoke won the
Japan Academy Award for Best Film in 1999.

8 pm

Aug 22 Yin Shi Nan Nu (Eat Drink Man Woman) Dir: Ang Lee, Taiwan (1993), 123 min.
Retired master chef Tao Chu (Sihung Lung) lives in a large house in Taipei with his three unmarried
daughters, Jia Jen, a teacher who believes in Christianity, Jia Chen, an airline executive whose career

8 pm comes before everything else, and Jia Ning, a student who works in a fast food restaurant. Life in the house
revolves around the ritual of an elaborate Sunday dinner. And the dinner table is where they communicate
and make their announcements. Funny and touching, this film is like a dish cooked to perfection.

Sept 26 One Day in September Dir: Kevin MacDonald, Switz./UK/Germany (1999), 92 min.
The 1972 Munich Olympics were interrupted by Palestinian terrorists taking Israeli athletes hostage. This
8 pm documentary includes footage taken at the time, interviews with various officials and with the one surviving

terrorist. Winner of the 1999 Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature.

Oct 10 Hable con Ella (Talk to Her) Dir: Pedro Almodovar, Spain (2002), 112 min.
Benigno (wonderfully played by Javier Camara) is a gentle male nurse who is devoted to his patient, Alicia
(Leonor Watling), a ballet student he used to spy on before an auto accident left her in a coma. In the same
hospital is Lydia (Rosario Flores), a female bull-fighter, also in coma. she is regularly visited by Marco
(Dario Grandinetti), a travel-guide author who was involved with her before her accident in the bull ring.
The two men, so dissimilar on the surface, are linked by their vigilance. They talk to the ladies as if they
could still hear and understand. Wonderful directing, and unpredictable story line.

8 pm

Nov 14 Double Feature: Suspense and Action! x* Note Early Start Time *x
Alien Dir: Ridley Scott, USA (1979), 117 min.
“In space, no one can hear you scream.” A close encounter of the third kind becomes a Jaws-style nightmare
when an alien invades a spacecraft in Ridley Scott’s sci-fi/horror classic. Woken up from hibernation to
answer a distress signal from a nearby planet, Capt. Dallas (Tom Skerritt)’s rescue team discovers a bizarre
pod field where a face-hugging creature attaches itself to Kane (John Hurt). Back on-board the ship, the
acid-blooded incubus detaches itself from an apparently recovered Kane. Chaos soon ensues when an alien
erupts from his stomach, escapes, and starts stalking the humans.

Aliens Dir: James Cameron, USA (1986), 137 min.
Big-budget special effects, swiftly paced action and a distinct feminist sub-text from write-director James
Cameron turned this sci-fi sequel into both a blockbuster and a seven-time Oscar nominee. Sigourney
Weaver returns as Ellen Ripley, the last surviving crew member of a spaceship destroyed after an attack by
a vicious alien life form. After drifting in space for half a century, Ripley is informed that the planet where
her crew discovered the alien was settled by colonists. Alarmingly, contact with the colony has suddenly been
lost. An uneasy Ripley soon accompanies a detachment of Colonial Marines who are sent in to investigate.
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Russkij Kovcheg ( The Russian Al‘k) Dir: Aleksandr Sokurov, Russia (2002), 96 min.
In o single shot lasting the full length of the film, the Russian Ark covers 300 years of Russian history

while gliding through the majestic spaces of the Hermitage in St. Petersburg. The camera takes us through
a tour of the many of the great artistic masterpieces of the Hermitage while we witness many of the people
who have resided there or visited. In addition directing a cast of some 2000 actors and writing the film,
Sokurov provides the voice of an unseen character.

The Awful Truth Dir: Leo McCrary, USA (1937), 93 min.
This film is a superb production which became the epitome of the 1930s screwball comedies. Based on a
1925 stage hit by Arthur Richman, Jerry and Lucy Warriner are a squabbling New York high society couple,
who separate because of supposed infidelities on both sides. The fun begins when each attempts to foil the
other’s plans for remarriage. It is an Oscar winning film for Best Director, which stars Cary Grant and
Irene Dunne.

Atanarjuat (The Fast Runner) Dir: Zacharias Kunuk, Canada (2001), 172 min.
Atanarjuat is the first film ever filmed in the Inuit language of Canada. The film details the effects of a
curse thrown in the prior generation. It all falls upon Atanarjuat, one of the fastest runners in a group of
Inuit. He is in love with Atuat who is promised to OFki, the son of the chief. The curse’s evil resides in
OFki, who resents Atanarjuat’s affections towards Atuat. As events unfold, the evil rears its power through
Oki and leads to Atanarjuat fleeing the community.

Y Tu Mama Tambien Dir: Alfonso Cuaro, Mezico (2001), 105 min.
Two teenage boys, Tenoch and Julio, meet Luisa, the wife of an older cousin at a wedding, and the three go
on a weekend adventure away from Mezico City to a legendary beach. More than just a sexual coming of
age film, it is about many types of discovery as these teens from rich and middle class families encounter
the harsh reality of poverty in Mezico. This directors cut is realistic about sex with strong sexual content
and language.

Conte d’Automne (Autumn Tale) Dir: Eric Rohmer, France (1998), 112 min.
Set in the Rhone district of Souther France, Eric Rohmer’s Autumn Tale tells the story of Magali (Beatrice
Romand) a widowed vineyard owner. Her friend Isabelle (Marie Riviere) decides to find Magali a man by
placing a personal ad and interviewing the potentials. Independently Rosine (Alexia Portal), the girlfriend
of Magali’s grown son, decides to fix her up with a philosophy professor Rosine used to date. Magali and
the two men come together at the wedding of Isabelle’s daughter. Unlike a romantic movie from Hollywood,
Rohmer makes the outcome is as uncertain and unpredictable as real life.

Amelie Dir: Jean-Pierre Jeunet, France (2001), 121 min.
One woman decides to change the world by changing the lives of the people she knows in this charming

and romantic comic fantasy. Audrey Tautou stars as Amelie, a young woman who waits tables in a tiny
Paris cafe. Her life changes course when she discovers a box of childhood treasures hidden behind a wall in
her apartment. Amelie anonymously returns it to its rightful owner, watching from a distance as his life is
magically transformed. Thus begins her odyssey: a series of plans to straighten out other people’s lives, in
which she becomes part matchmaker, part purveyor of hope and part patron saint of getting even. Now the
question is: will she have the courage to do for herself what she has done for others? Jean-Pierre Jeunet
of Delicatessen fame directs this beautiful, evocative masterpiece.
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